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(Brazilwood) to CITES Appendix | at CoP20

The Musicians’ Union of Japan recognizes the critical importance of global biodiversity
conservation and fully supports international efforts to protect endangered species. At the
same time, we express our profound concern — from the perspective of sustaining musical
culture and artistic expression — regarding the proposal by the Government of Brazil to
transfer Pernambuco (Paubrasilia echinata ), a material essential for bows of string
instruments, to Appendix I of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) at CoP20 (scheduled for November 2025 in Uzbekistan ).

For bows of string instruments such as the violin, viola, cello, and double bass, Pernambuco
has long been widely recognized as the only historically established material whose unique
balance of density, elasticity, and acoustic responsiveness enables the full realization of the
performer’s artistic intent. Its contribution to the world’s musical heritage — supporting

centuries of performance practice at the highest level — cannot be overstated.

If the use of Pernambuco were to become effectively impossible, changes in timbre and
performance response would be inevitable. This could impair performance techniques and
musical styles that have been cultivated over hundreds of years, resulting in harm to a shared

cultural heritage that belongs to people around the world.

If international commercial trade in Pernambuco were to be prohibited under Appendix I as

a general rule, the following serious impacts on musical culture are anticipated:

1) Compromised Performance Standards
Despite ongoing research into alternative materials, no current substitute matches
Pernambuco’s mechanical and acoustic properties. Bow making and repair would become
significantly more challenging, threatening the maintenance of high-level musical

performance.

2) Risk to Historic and Valuable Bows
Once damaged, existing bows — including those of high historical significance or made by
renowned craftspeople — may no longer be repairable, placing irreplaceable cultural

assets at risk of being lost to use.

While recognizing the need for conservation of Pernambuco, we strongly request and
propose the following:
1) Retain Pernambuco in Appendix II
Rather than transferring it to Appendix I, we urge Parties to consider maintaining it under
Appendix I, allowing flexible regulation that enables both species conservation and

cultural use through appropriate trade management.
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2) Special Provisions for Existing Bows and Materials
Even if regulations are strengthened, we call for measures to ensure continued movement
of personally owned bows and trade of materials already in circulation for manufacture

and repair, thereby supporting the sustainability of musical culture.

3) Collaboration for Sustainable Use
Musicians are committed to cooperation in sustainable cultivation, use, and anti-poaching
efforts for Pernambuco. We propose the creation of an international framework in which

conservation and artistic activities can coexist.

Pernambuco is not merely timber; it is a material that forms an essential foundation of
musical art. We firmly believe that environmental conservation and the continuation of
cultural heritage can be reconciled, and we seek constructive dialogue toward this shared
goal.

We respectfully ask all those involved in CoP20 — including governments, international
institutions, and civil society — to give due consideration to the sincere concerns of
Japanese musicians, instrument makers, and music lovers expressed herein, and to the

profound implications for the future of artistic expression.

October 31, 2025

Musicians’ Union of Japan
2F Geino Kaden-sha, 6-12-30 Nishi-Shinjuku, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo
URL https://www.muj.or.jp E-mail honbu@muj.or.jp

The Musicians’ Union of Japan (MU]) is the only national labor union in Japan representing
professional musicians, founded in 1983. Its membership includes performers in
professional orchestras and freelancers, as well as lyricists, composers, arrangers, music

copyists, and backstage staff involved in music-related work.
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